
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 
 
VISION 
Always leave the environment in an equal or better state than that in which it was found. 
 
MISSION 
Mount View Primary School aims to become a Sustainable School by reducing its 
ecological footprint through the adoption of sustainable practices in everyday lives. The 
Mount View community is committed to manage resources efficiently and to integrate 
sustainable practices. This will occur through the education and motivation of the whole 
school community to live more sustainably and demonstrate a pride in the school. 
 
Ethos 

● To continue to develop a “Sustainability” ethos within the whole school 
community. i.e. rethink, reduce, reuse and recycle. 

● To educate students about sustainability – rethink, reduce, reuse and recycle. 
● To establish new protocols and expectations for the community on the 

sustainable use of materials and resources. 
 
Energy 

● To control energy consumption and avoid unnecessary costs. This would include 
environmental costs associated with wasting energy. 

● To educate students, staff and whole community about the best practice for 
use of energy consuming equipment and services.  
 

Biodiversity 
● To conserve, restore and maintain the outdoor natural environment. 
● To develop garden areas to their full potential. 

 
Waste 

● To provide and maintain a healthy and aesthetically pleasing learning 
environment through the conscientious disposal of rubbish.  

 
Water 

● To encourage the school community to reduce water usage and to appreciate 
water as a precious natural resource. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Green purchasing 

● To consider, and where feasible, to use “green purchasing” in order to reduce 
environmental impacts. 

● To educate the community on making environmentally friendly choices as 
consumers. 

 
 
 
GUIDELINES FOR ACTION 
Energy 

● collect data to monitor energy usage on an ongoing basis which will be used for 
decision making purposes. 

● reduce energy consumption within the school to minimise costs and the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

● use equipment as efficiently as possible. 
● decommission equipment as efficiently as possible 
● include students in the process of developing and maintaining an Energy Efficient 

school. 
● make energy efficient choices when developing infrastructure or purchasing 

electrical equipment. 
● make changes to infrastructure to convert identified fluorescent lights to LED. 

 
Waste 

● undertake a waste and litter audit on an annual basis and identify areas for 
improvement. 

● minimise the amount of rubbish produced on a daily basis. 
● recycle waste as much as possible. 
● include the school community in the process of developing as a Waste Wise school. 

(rethink, reduce, reuse, recycle) 
● students to take responsibility for disposing of food scraps, paper and rubbish in the 

appropriate manner. 
● promote rubbish free lunches (nude food) and educate the community on the 

benefits of this program. 
● maintain and develop the compost bins and worm farms. 
● collect and dispose of eWaste, alkaline batteries and other non-recyclable 

materials responsibly. 
● actively promote the eco-friendly disposal of non-recyclables throughout the 

community. 
 

Water 
● collect data to monitor water usage on an ongoing basis which will be used for 

decision making purposes. 
● reduce water consumption within the school. 
● improve equipment efficiency in order to reduce water consumption. 
● actively monitor and promote sustainable practices with third party providers. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

● assign students to monitor water usage and report wastage. 
● work towards using captured water in all toilet systems. 

 
Biodiversity 

● develop the garden plan for improvement of the school grounds. 
● utilise the garden areas to their full potential. 
● involve community members in the development of the school grounds. E.g. working 

bees, kitchen garden, etc. 
● plant indigenous flora. 
● allocate each year level ownership of the upkeep of an area of the school grounds. 
● use natural and recycled materials where possible. 

 
Green purchasing 

● To consider “green purchasing” procedures for the school community  
 

 
 
Curriculum 
Sustainability has a cross curriculum focus and will be incorporated into the Mount View 
Primary School PYP Programme of Inquiry across all year levels. 
 
Organisation 
Mount View Primary School will encourage community participation in all environmental 
projects undertaken. It will invite parents or other members of the community with expertise 
to help maintain and improve the school environment. MVPS will also promote sustainable 
living through the education of the school community. 
 
The Student Green Team will be responsible for maintaining a high profile of sustainable 
practices and the promotion of living for a sustainable future. 
 
All school community members will be informed and responsible for implementing these 
sustainable initiatives. The Environment Committee and the Green Team, in conjunction 
with the Principal, will be responsible for keeping records and reporting on the outcomes 
and progress of each module. The members involved will provide reports to staff and School 
Council outlining the goals, aims, costings, savings and other relevant matters. Each of the 
modules will be subject to bi-annual review by school staff, students and School Council. 

EVALUATION 

This policy will be reviewed every three years. 

 
 


