
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BUS TRANSPORTATION POLICY 
Proposal for the development of a formal Bus Transportation Policy for Mount View Primary School 
Rationale 

This proposal has come about following largely casual and some formal discussion of the past 
eighteen months, regarding the ‘best fit’ for transport of Mount View students and teachers whilst 
on excursions and camps. The most recent being at the last School Council meeting. 

Road Rules, The Law and the ‘unwritten rules’  

● The unwritten rule is that Mount View has ‘always’ gone with: 
o Seat-belted Coaches for any excursion where the bus travels over a speed of 80km. 

▪ This generally means that all school camps and year level excursions use ’21, 
35 or 57 seat-belted coaches’. 

o Non seat belted buses or ‘City Buses’ for any local excursion. 
▪ This generally means that Interschool Sport has often used 21, 28 or 48 seat city 

buses.  
● This process has included allowing students under 12 to sit three to a 

seat.  
● In the bus industry this was commonly known as ‘3 for 2 for under 12s’ 

which is now superseded by the ‘Commercial Bus Vehicle Passenger 
Capacity Law’ that all buses are now assessed on. Buses that are 
commonly used in Friday Interschool Sport are licensed to carry up to 76 
passengers (providing they have grab handles). 

▪ In some instances Mount View staff have stood on buses (holding grab 
handles) however students have never been unseated. 

Typical Interschool Sport Bus Quotation (Pre GST) 

Table 1 

Standard Buses Passengers 49 28 21 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Jells Park, Mt Wav 
PS, 
Mt Scopus, Glendal 

Morning Sport 0915 - 
1100 $260 200 190 

Jells Park, Mt Wav 
PS, 
Mt Scopus, Glendal 

Friday Afternoon 1315 - 
1500 $300 200 190 

Nortons Park Half Day 0900 - 1230 365 300 240 

Bill Sewart Full Day 0900 - 1500 365 300 240 

 

 

Table 2 

Seat Belts Passengers 57/48 35 21 

Jells Park, Mt Wav 
PS, 
Mt Scopus, Glendal 

Morning Sport 0915 - 
1100 330 230 190 

Jells Park, Mt Wav 
PS, 
Mt Scopus, Glendal 

Friday Afternoon 1315 - 
1500 380 250 210 

Nortons Park Half Day 0900 - 1230 420 330 280 

Bill Sewart Full Day 0900 - 1500 420 330 280 

 

Implications, Nuances, and the complexities of bus bookings 

● As can be seen when comparing Table 1 to Table 2 the approximate financial difference 
between a standard ‘city bus’ and ‘coach’ is approximately $80 (when taking a typical bus 
trip).  

● It could be easy to argue that seat belted buses should be used exclusively as the simple 
maths estimates suggest that: 

o If 3-4 buses are booked each week for the season (6 weeks) then the season would 
cost $1500 extra per term, equating to an approximate increase of $5 per year 5 & 6 
student. A small amount in the scale of things. 

● However when booking buses and organising sport for the week there are several other 
implications: 

o Quite often ISS is spread across 5 or more venues. Going via one venue to another 
can become time consuming in what is already a strict schedule. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

o Often a bus is filled with just over 57 participants. This would mean that the extra few 
students couldn’t be filled ‘three to a seat’ but instead an addition vehicle would be 
enlisted. An additional cost. 

o It is best suited for teams to travel together however in the event we had a football 
team of 22 +1 coach, a Matball team of 15 +1 and a Bootball team of 20 + 1 travelling 
to the same venue we would have to split a team creating bus list and duty of care 
issues. 

o When looking at a typical Round of Interschool Sport the difference in expense is 
considerable (see Table 3 below), a $500 difference for one round, if this were to 
continue over 3 rounds (keeping in mind it is a 6 round season, plus finals) the extra $5 
charged per student per term would be all gone. 

Table 3 

Actual Booking Actual Price 
using ‘city 
buses’ 

Modified 
Booking with 
only seat-
belted buses 

Bus 1 (49 seater- 57 students, 3 adults) *** 3 to 
a seat 
Depart Mount View PS, Shepherd Road, Glen 
Waverley at 1.10pm 
Arrive Glen Waverley North Reserve, Chesterville 
Road, Glen Waverley then onto Glendal PS, 
Medina Ave, Glen Waverley at 1.25pm 
Depart Glendal PS, Medina Ave, Glen Waverley at 
2.40pm then to Glen Waverley North Reserve, 
Chesterville Road, Glen Waverley 
Arrive Mount View PS, Shepherd Road, Glen 
Waverley at 2.55pm 
 
Bus 2  (48 seater – 52 students, 4 adults) *** 3 
to a seat 
Depart Mount View PS, Shepherd Road, Glen 
Waverley at 1.10pm 
Arrive Mount Waverley PS, Park Lane, Mount 
Waverley at 1.30pm 
Depart Mount Waverley PS, Park Lane, Mount 
Waverley at 2.40pm  
Arrive Mount View PS, Shepherd Road, Glen 
Waverley at 3pm 
 
Bus 3  (48 seater – 37 students, 4 adults) 
Depart Mount View PS, Shepherd Road, Glen 
Waverley at 1.10pm 
Arrive Mayfield Reserve, Mayfield Drive, Mount 
Waverley at 1.30pm 
Depart Mayfield Reserve, Mayfield Drive, Mount 
Waverley at 2.40pm 
Arrive Mount View PS, Shepherd Road, Glen 
Waverley at 3pm 
 

$300 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$300 
 
 
 
 
 
$300 
 
 
 
 
$200 
 
 
 
-------- 
$1100 

$380 for a 57 
seat 
$210 for a 21 
seat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$380 for a 57 
seat 
 
 
 
 
 
$380 for a 57 
seat 
 
 
 
 
$250 for a 35 
seat 
 
 
 
------- 
$1600 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Bus 4  (28 seater – 21 students, 2 adults) 
Depart Mount View PS, Shepherd Road, Glen 
Waverley at 1.00pm 
Arrive Brentwood Reserve, Maylands Crescent, 
Glen Waverley at 1.20pm 
Depart Brentwood Reserve, Maylands Crescent, 
Glen Waverley at 2.40pm 
Arrive Mount View PS, Shepherd Road, Glen 
Waverley at 3pm. 

 


